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these patients. It will also be of value to the geneticists caring for patients and trying
to assemble recurrence risk data and to identify modes of genetic transmission. It
should be available in the medical libraries for the reference of other general clini-
cians but will probably not be useful in their own personal libraries.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
DYSMORPHOLOGY. Edited by William L. Nyhan and Kenneth Lyons Jones. New
York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 325 pp. $56.00.
This volume is a report of a meeting sponsored by the March of Dimes-Birth
Defects Foundation at the University of California, San Diego, in June of 1981. It
consists of a series of original papers which were presented at the conference and is
divided into two sections: one on syndromes and the second on cytogenetics.
A large variety of interesting papers on the subject of dysmorphology discuss a
rather broad variety ofsyndromes including the Meckel syndrome, the lethal variant
of metatrophic dwarfism, and a number of other new and rarely reported syndromes.
An interesting paper by King considers the relationship of hydrops fetalis to genetic
disorders. This is particularly timely since non-immunological causes of hydrops
fetalis are becoming more common now that prevention of Rh incompatibility is
such a usual part of prenatal practice. The clinical geneticist is often confronted with
the question of the relationship of hydrops to other genetic disease and this paper is
ofhelp in resolving such questions. Several interesting sonograms are published, and
these will be useful to those involved in prenatal diagnosis.
The cytogenetic section consists entirely of case reports of various chromosome
abnormalities. The paper by Blackburn et al. considers 55 cases of mosaic and com-
plete triploidy. This is a very large series and will be of help to those caring for
families in which such a child is being born. While the birth of a completely triploid
infant is extremely rare, this study points out the features of most types of triploidy
and reminds one of the indications for karyotyping infants with dysmorphic
features. The paper by Peters on partial tetrasomy ofchromosome 9 is an interesting
case report ofthis extremely rare syndrome and has some nice photographs ofband-
ed chromosomes demonstrating the tetrasomy for chromosome 9.
This book will be of great use to pediatric geneticists and those doing pediatric
dysmorphology. It will not be of particular help to practicing pediatricians, as it is a
collection of original articles and not a textbook which takes a particular direction.
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SYNOPSIS OF NEUROANATOMY. By Howard A. Marzke and Floyd M. Foltz. New
York, Oxford University Press, 1983. 170 pp. $8.95. Paperbound.
The authors' purpose in writing Synopsis of Neuroanatomy, as stated in the
preface to the first edition (which is included in the fourth edition) is to provide a
"clear, concise, and yet comprehensive account of neuroanatomy." This book
fulfills the first two requirements, as it is both short (159 pages of text) and easy to
read, but it is somewhat lacking in the last.